
 

Commonly Used Terms in the JET Program 
 
JET:  Used in the noun form.  Everyone participating in the JET Program is commonly referred to as 
a “JET.”  
 
PREFECTURE or KEN:  A prefecture is similar to that of a state in the United States.  There are 47 
prefectures in Japan.  In Japanese, the suffix “ken” is added to the name of the prefecture.  
(Exceptions: Hokkai-do, Tokyo-to, Kyoto-fu and Osaka-fu) 
 
- Links to the 47 Prefecture websites: http://web-japan.org/links/government/local/prefectures.html 
 
ALT:  This is pronounced “A. L. T.” not alt.  This term stands for Assistant Language Teacher. 
 
CIR:  This is pronounced “C. I. R.” which is the acronym for Coordinator for International Relations. 
CIRs work in local government offices and have a functional command of the Japanese language 
before arriving in Japan.  
 
PREFECTURAL ALT:  This ALT is employed by one of Japan’s 47 prefectures.  Generally, 
prefectural ALTs work in senior high schools. 
 
BOE ALT:  This is an ALT that is employed by a city or town’s, as opposed to the prefecture’s, Board 
of Education.  A comparable example would be an employee working for New York City, as 
opposed to New York State.  Generally, City/Town/BOE ALTs work for the city’s elementary and 
junior high schools. 
 
CONTRACTING ORGANIZATION:  This is your employer, the organization with which you are 
signing a contract.  Your contracting institution may be an organization such as Prefectural Board of 
Education or a City or Town Board of Education.  Please remember that you are not an employee of 
the JET Program.  You are an employee of your Contracting Organization. 
 
CLAIR:  CLAIR is the acronym for the Council of Local Authorities for International Relations.  
CLAIR is the umbrella organization that coordinates the JET Program in Japan.  CLAIR organizes 
the Embassies and the Consulates in 38 countries as well as the Contracting Organizations through 
the Ministry of Foreign Affairs (MOFA,) the Ministry of Internal Affairs and Communications (MIC) 
and the Ministry of Education, Culture, Sports, Science and Technology (MEXT.)  All of the 
Ministries are responsible for some aspect of your participation in the JET Program. 
- CLAIR’s JET Program Official Website: http://www.jetprogramme.org/ 
 
AJET:  The Association for Japan Exchange and Teaching.  AJET is a support and social network for 
the current JET Program participants. 
- AJET Website: http://ajet.net/ 
 
JET AA:  The JET Alumni Association.  JET AA is an independent organization that currently has 
over 10,000 members in its database throughout the world. 
- JET Alumni Association of New York website: http://jetaany.org/ 


