
 

Placement FAQs 
 
Please Note: The JET Program Office at the Consulate General of Japan in New York receives only the name of 
your Contracting Organization.  We do not have any additional information.  Please read the FAQs below 
first before contacting us with any questions.  
 
Terminology: 
-ken/-fu = prefecture,  -shi = city,  -to = metropolis,  -cho/-machi = town,  -mura/-son = village 

 
Placement/Contract FAQs: 
 
1. My Contracting Organization name is just a prefecture.  How do I know exactly where in that 

prefecture I will be placed?  In most cases, when your contracting organization is a prefecture, your 
Contracting Organization will be the Prefectural Board of Education, and you would likely work in senior 
high schools.  The JET Program Office is not given any specifics as to where in the prefecture you will 
actually live and teach.  You should expect to hear from your Contracting Organization directly regarding 
this information. 

 
2. When will I hear from my Contracting Organization?  Every Contracting Organization has a different 

timetable.  Thus, you may hear from it anytime from now until right before the departure date (in the 
worst case.)  Some of you may even have heard from your Contracting Organization already.  You 
should contact our office if you did not receive any correspondence from your Contracting Organization 
by July 4th. 

 
3. What if I do not like my placement?  All placements are final.  If you withdraw now, you will be 

ineligible to apply for the JET Program the immediately following year.  According to JET Program 
surveys, most JET participants are satisfied with their placements even when not placed in the prefecture 
or city they requested on their application. 

 
4. Where should I mail my signed contract?  Follow the instructions provided by your Contracting 

Organization or ask them if it is not clear.  Some will be required to immediately sign and mail their 
contracts to their Contracting Organization; others will sign and submit them at the Post-Arrival 
Orientation in Tokyo.  In either case, remember to keep a copy for yourself. 

 
5. What if I have a problem or question about something in my contract?  The specifics of your contract 

are between you and your Contracting Organization, so please direct all questions regarding your contract 
to your Contracting Organization, not to the JET Program Office in New York.  Please be aware that every 
JET participant has a different situation, and thus may have, for example, different numbers of vacation 
days and different working and housing conditions. 

 
6. What if I do not have a predecessor?  Many JET participants will have a predecessor, but if you do not, 

you must communicate with your Contracting Organization’s representatives directly about any questions 
or concerns you may have about housing, working conditions and other matters. 

 
7. My predecessor wants to sell me his household items.  Should I buy them?  Often one’s predecessor 

will sell household items (TV, DVD player, rice cooker, futon, etc.) for a good price.  However, you should 
verify that the items are actually owned by your predecessor and not the Contracting Organization.  Also, 
try to get some idea of the condition of the items before buying. 


